
     15/2006 

PILNING & SEVERN BEACH PARISH COUNCIL 
Meeting held on Monday 6th March 2006, commencing at 6.30 pm 

In PILNING Village Hall 

________________________________________________________________________ 

COUNCILLORS  Mr I Humphries (Chairman), Mrs N Chappell, Mr S Cooper, 

PRESENT      (9)  Mr A George,    Mrs M Heslop,     Mr D Humphries,  

   Mr G Moore, Mr M Pullen,  Mrs C Woodhouse. 

 

Also Present:- J C Rawlinson (Clerk), Mr P Tyzack (S Glos Councillor) and 4 

members of the public (Mrs Becky Cooper of Northover Court, 

Mrs Jane Davey and Mr Eddie Neave, both of Ableton Lane, and 

Mrs Lyn Gale of Cross Hands Road).  

 

nnnnnnnnnn 

 

 At 6.30 pm, prior to the commencement of the meeting, Judith Laing, District 

Manager of the South Gloucestershire Citizens Advice Bureau, spoke with members 

concerning the role of the CAB. 

 The CAB, founded in Coventry in 1939, had close links with the social services, 

and initially dealt with wartime problems.   The local group, funded by S Glos Council 

and by other donations, is largely a volunteer group, providing a free and confidential 

service.   The local group based around Yate, amalgamated with Kingswood some 3 

years ago.   There are 6 local offices.   They dealt with 18,000 enquiries last year. 

 The group is comprised of specialists in many areas, though no qualifications are 

required of volunteers as the necessary training is provided.   The criteria for recruitment 

are that volunteers should be intelligent, and should be comfortable in dealing/interacting 

with the public.   Recruitment is difficult.   As there is a need for people to earn a living, 

most volunteers who come forward are of retirement age.   Obviously, senior citizens 

have many other outlets for their activities, and voluntary service is often a low priority. 

 Around 60% of the help sought relates to financial matters, particularly in respect 

of state benefits and debt problems.  Many people, particularly the elderly, are living 

below the poverty line, often due to a failure to claim benefits.   

The S Glos branch was the first to be computerised and all casework is now 

centrally computerised through London.   In a recent audit the branch was one of 13 

branches that passed without problem.   Other enquiries cover legal, educational and 

employment problems, though all aspects of life are dealt with.   The only limitations on 

the CAB are: 1)  Unable to give tax advice, although they will direct the enquirer in the 

right direction;    2)   Terrorist activity will not be condoned and will be reported to the 

authorities, law-breakers will be advised to ‘come clean’ and will be refused help if they 

do not;   3)   Advice in divorce matters cannot be given if the other partner is already 

seeking advice through the CAB. 

At just after 7.00 pm the Chairman thanked JL for her attendance.   JL confirmed 

that she would be willing to return to a future meeting and members expressed their 

interest in her doing so. 

nnnnnnnnnn 

 

 At 7.10 pm the meeting was called to order. 
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1. APOLOGIES for ABSENCE 

 Mrs F Tyzack. 

 

The Chairman asked those present to join him in remembering: 

Mrs G Fisher, Mr T Fisher and Mr David Heal, all of Beach Avenue, and Mr 

Andrew Pearcy of Gorse Cover Road - all recently deceased. 

 

2. MINUTES of the PREVIOUS MEETING 

 The minutes of the meeting of 6th February were approved as a true record. 

 1.    MP        2.    MH        All agreed. 

 

 

3. ACTION/RELATED MATTERS 

 

3 – 1 Ableton Lane 

 Confirmed the “No Ball Games” signs for the area adjacent to Prospect Road  are 

not to be provided.   Because of the legal procedures to be followed it could be as long as 

2 years before signs were in place.   Once in situ it would require ‘policing’ – but who 

would do it?   Meanwhile perhaps, the allotment project would be completed. 

 

3 – 2 Redwick Road/New Passage 

 Council has responded to the development application at the range.   PT 

confirmed that screening of the new fence is a necessary part of the procedure. 

 

3 – 3 Footpaths 

 AG reported he has been in contact with Anita Walker.   Anita has been able to 

provide further information re accessing signs, pointing to 50% funding opportunities. 

 

3 – 4 Environment/Conservation 

 The SB Nature Reserve is to be discussed at the next S Glos Cabinet meeting. 

 

3 – 5 Village Halls/Playing Fields 

AG confirmed the skateboard topic is to be covered by an In View article. 

 

3 – 6 Parish Projects & Related Matters 

 The £3,000 grant has now been received from Community Action.   CW 

confirmed that a nucleus group has been set up and will be meeting this week.   Richard 

Snelling will be in attendance.   He has advised the need for the parish  council to draw 

back, better progress generally being made by members of the public, with the council 

offering background support. 

 

3 - 7 Bus Services, Shelters & Signs 

 S Glos Council is currently organising the new over-60s free bus passes.  PT 

confirmed that S Glos are making further investments in Community Transport, and 

negotiations with the rail authority are underway.   It is hoped it will be possible for  

discount cards to be issued for rail travellers. 
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4. CORRESPONDENCE 

 

  Ableton Lane 

10361.01 Response from Streetcare re ball games on community land (3-1, above). 

 

  Audit/Precept 

10362.02 Employer Pack, from HM Customs & Excise. 

 

  Avon Local Councils’ Association 

10363.03 Minutes of Executive Committee meeting in Bedminster, 7th November. 

10364.04 Minutes of Area Group meeting, 19th January in Winterbourne. 

10365.05 Agenda for group meeting in Thornbury, 16th March. 

10366.06 ALCA Newsletter, March edition – circulated. 

 

  Citizens Advice Bureau 

10367.07 Judith Laing to attend this evening’s meeting. 

 

  Clerk/Clerks’ Society 

10368.08 Clerk’s tax coding for next year. 

10369.09 The Clerk, January edition – circulated. 

10370.10 The Clerk, March edition – circulated. 

 

 Campaign to Protect Rural England 

10371.11 Fieldwork, March edition – circulated. 

 

 Elections/Applications for Parish Council 

10372.12 Casual vacancy and co-option procedure; an update. 

10373.13 Register of electors, monthly update: Pilning ward. 

10374.14 Register of electors, monthly update; SB ward. 

 

 Employment/Opportunities 

10375.15 Letter from Mr R Szmaglik, re possible job vacancies.   Response 10/2. 

 

  Environment Agency   

10376.16 “Be Prepared for Flooding” – on-line registration service. 

 

 Environment/Conservation 

10377.17 Monthly consultation re local work and activities. 

10378.18 National Spring Clean, 1st to 30th April. 

10379.19 Litter outside SB School to be responsibility of Street Care dept. 

 

  Footpaths 

10380.20 P&SB Local History Group to set up Heritage Trail project. 

 

  Health Authority & Care Services 

10381.21 NHS; White Paper ‘Our Health Our Care Our Say’. 
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  ICI/Zeneca & other Industrials 

10382.22 Oldbury site end-state group meeting, 13th Feb; notes. 

10383.23 Oldbury ‘community evening event’, Easter Compton, 15th March. 

10384.24 Report on site stakeholder meeting, on 1st February. 

10385.25 Oldbury Quarterly Meeting report. 

10386.26 Sub-group to study social and economic impact of de-commissioning. 

 

  Insurance 

10387.27 Allianz Cornhill to consider current claim re alleged incident. 

10388.28 Liability Adjuster seeks help re above.   Response 4th March. 

 

Liaison with Neighbouring Parishes 

10389.29 Notes on recent meeting with Almondsbury PC, re Zoo project. 

10390.30 Copy: objection to Zoo application by Almondsbury PC – distributed.  

 

Parish Projects & Related Matters 

10391.31 Meetings in March; ‘chairing skills’. 

   

  Playgrounds/Youth Activities 

10392.32 Miracle, of Northampton, product brochure. 

 

  Police 

10393.33 Annual Review, Safety Camera Partnership – circulated. 

10394.34 Safer South Gloucestershire handbook – distributed. 

 

Railways 

10395.35 Simplified timetables for SB line. 

10396.36 FoSBR newsletter, issue 55 – circulated. 

 

River, Seawall & Environs 

10397.37 Tide tables for 2006 – posted. 

10398.38 Flood Forum at Tewkesbury, 11th March. 

  

Roads/Road Signs 

10399.39 Traffic calming proposals for B4055/B4064 – copies distributed. 

 

  Rural Areas/Local Plan 

10400.40 Consultation – draft Green Belt strategy, response form. 

10401.41 Consultation document, Green Belt strategy. 

 

Schools 

10402.42 Consultation on Primary School provision in Severnside. 

10403.43 Schools consultation, further chance of meeting for parish councils. 

10404.44 Early years development event on 16th March. 

  

  Scouts, Guides, Brownies 

10405.45 Guides invite councillors to attend show on 21st March. 
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  South Gloucestershire Council 

10406.46 List of meetings for March. 

10407.47 Council meeting, 22nd February, in Kingswood. 

10408.48 Cabinet meeting, 6th March, in Kingswood. 

10409.49 Children & Young People Select Committee, 15th March in Thornbury. 

10410.50 Corporate Coordination Select Committee, 8th March, in Kingswood. 

10411.51 Development Control (West) Committee, 2nd March, in Thornbury. 

10412.52 Health Scrutiny Sub Committee, 15th March, in Thornbury. 

10413.53 Health Scrutiny Sub Committee, 15th February, in Thornbury. 

10414.54 Joint Development Control Committee, 16th February, in Kingswood. 

10415.55 Standards Committee, 10th March. in Kingswood. 

10416.56 Standards Committee meeting (above) now cancelled. 

10417.57 Executive Decisions, w/e 10th February 2006. 

10418.58 Executive Decisions, w/e 17th February 2006. 

10419.59 Executive Decisions, w/e 24th February 2006. 

10420.60 Executive Decisions, w/e   3rd March 2006. 

10421.61 Forward Plan of Executive Decision-Making, Mar 2006 to Jan 2007. 

10422.62 Severn Vale Area Forum, 8th March at Castle School, Thornbury. 

10423.63 Empowerment and devolution, info from Deputy PM’s Office. 

10424.64 Community Awards to Royston and Patricia Edwardes. 

10425.65 Notes from Parish Charter Review Meeting, 8th December 2005. 

  

 Stationery/Circulars/Books 

10426.66 Clerks & Councillors Direct, March edition – circulated. 

10427.67 Parish Pump News, Spring edition – circulated. 

 

 Street Furniture & Lighting 

10428.68 Macemain of Northants, product list. 

 

  Village Halls 

10429.69 Comment by Clarke Willmott re In View correspondence on RoW. 

10430.70 Site meeting to be organised re Right of Way at Northover Court. 

 

Voluntary/Community Groups 

10431.71 Rural transport needs, info from Community Action. 

 

  Waste Dumping/Disposal/Landfill 

10432.72 Waste Management Forum, 21st March in Thornbury. 

 

  Planning 

10433.73 Delegated decisions, 18th February. 

10434.74 Delegated decisions, 25th February. 

10435.75 Enforcement complaints to be listed electronically. 

10436.76 Excessive light at Enron site to be investigated. 

10437.77 Enforcement promised for field adjacent to A403/Whitehouse Farm. 

 

 



20/2006 

Minutes/PSBPC/6.03.2006   *  6  * 

 

  Accounts/Donations 

10438.78 AOL, internet fees to 16th February.   Item 5-3 refers. 

10439.79 Post Office, Clerk’s ‘phone rental.   Item 5-4 refers. 

10440.80 S Glos Heritage Forum, annual subscription.   Item 5–5 refers.    

10441.81 Bristol Water, allotment charges.   Item 5-6 refers. 

10442.82 SB School, booking charges.   Item 5-7 refers. 

10443.83 Care for Elderly, attendance/petrol.   Item 5-8 refers. 

10444.84 Clark Willmott, legal fees.   Item 5-9 refers. 

10445.85 Cost of tarmac, Pilning VH.   Item 5-10 refers. 

  Leaflets, public meeting – traffic.   Item 5-11 refers. 

10446.86 CW Electrical, work at SB VH.   Item 5-12 refers. 

10447.87 ALCA, annual subscriptions.   Item 5-13 refers. 

10448.88 Eurowest, photocopier drum.   Item 5-14 refers. 

10449.89 NALC, Local Council Review subscription.   Item 5-15 refers. 

10450.90 SB School, thanks for donation.   Item 5-7, minutes of 6/2, refers. 

 

5. ACCOUNTS for PAYMENT 

 

5 – 1 £  420.00 J C Rawlinson  Clerk – Wages (Feb)  112 

5 – 2 £    50.00 J C Rawlinson  Petrol    111 

5 – 3 £    15.99 AOL   Internet charges (Feb)  111 

5 – 4 £    29.85 Post Office  Clerk’s ‘phone (rental) 111 

5 – 5 £    10.00 S Glos Heritage Donation   137 

5 – 6 £    20.65 Bristol Water  Charges (allotments)  SHAA 

5 – 7 £    75.00 S Glos (SB School) Booking charges  111 

5 – 8 £  349.15 Care for Elderly Attendance/petrol  LGRA 

5 – 9 £  518.18 Clarke Willmott Legal Fees   LGMP 

5-10 £    20.00 I Humphries  Tarmacadam   LGMP 

5-11 £    15.00 I Humphries  Leaflets   142 

5-12 £1910.55 CW Electrical  Work at SB VH  LGMP 

5-13 £  714.10 A L C A  Annual subscription  142 

5-14 £    88.11 Eurowest  Drum for photocopier  111 

5-15 £    37.80 N A L C  ‘Review’, 3 year subs  111 

 £4274.38 

 

Payments in accordance with Local Government Act 1972, sections as shown, except – 

 

5 – 6  Small Holdings & Allotments Act  1908, s26 

5 – 8  Local Government & Rating Act 1997 

5 – 9, 10, 12 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1979, s19 

 

Accounts above were approved for payment.   1. CW   2.  MP,    All agreed. 

 

Current bank balance, prior to payment of above:- 

 Total fund holding  £22,642.62 (excludes interest this year) 

 

Receipts - Cheque for £3,000 received from Community Action re parish plan fund. 
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6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 None requested.. 

 

7. AGENDA 

 

7 – 1 Severnside Development 

CW commented on the change of atmosphere since the Police initiative at 

Western Approach.   The silence is amazing!   Long may it continue. 

 

7 – 2 Village Halls/Playing Fields 

Clerk informed members that the gate between Northover Court and Pilning VH 

had been padlocked by Mr Hood.   Mr Hood had refused to provide a key and Ben Holt 

of Clarke Willmott has been informed.    Mr Holt is to arrange for a site meeting – 

possibly on Wednesday 15th March.   IH and Clerk to attend. 

 

7 – 3 Liaison with Other Parishes 

 (Ref 10389.29 and 10390.30 above) these documents have been copied for all 

members.   An Objection has been sent re Roundabout application at Blackhorse Hill. 

 

7 – 4 Village Matters 

Schools – GM asked for an update on the problem of litter outside SB School.   

Clerk confirmed the Streetcare team have agreed to take on the responsibility.   DH stated 

that initial clearance work had already taken place. 

Dog Nuisance – MH indicated the problem still exists along the church path.   

Dog Warden is to be informed. 

River, Seawall & Environs – MP has reported the overgrowth adjacent to the 

former boating lake.  Despite promises the work has not yet been carried out.   Streetcare 

to be informed. 

AG spoke of turf-cutting on the banking, a local youth apparently constructing a 

make-shift ramp.   Alan Irons has been informed, though he appeared reluctant to devote 

any time to this problem.   Streetcare to be contacted. 

Bank Road – AG questioned a ‘lady with a clipboard’ over her activities in the 

field adjacent to the allotments at Pilning.   She was apparently carrying out an 

environmental survey of hazardous waste, but did not volunteer a reason for this. 

Local Facilities & Amenties – AG’s draft article having been approved he is to 

submit for publication in In View. 

Accounts/Donations  IH asked whether the Out of School Club should be asked 

to return the recent donation  now they were unable to proceed with the purchase of a 

mini bus.   NC confirmed the funds had been requested for another purpose.   It was 

agreed the donation should remain valid. 

Liaison with Other Parishes – IH confirmed that Almondsbury PC are to meet 

with traffic officers re road problems at the Mall.   The meeting will be on 4th April and 

P&SB councillors will be asked to attend. 

 Licence Applications – DH stated that ‘sting’ operations at local off-licence 

premises had failed to result in too many problems being identified. Recent drinking 

problems noted – youths drinking and throwing empties from Northwick Bridge – can not 

be blamed on the local off-licence.   The particular product is not sold there. 
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 Traffic Problems/Transport Policy – S Glos are prepared to mount an 

exhibition on 11th April, venue to be agreed, although it is likely that Trinity Hall will be 

available.  P&SB to fund this venue.   Responsibility for advertising to be ascertained. 

 

7 – 5 Reports 

 NEWS from SOUTH GLOS COUNCIL – PT reported the new ordnance survey 

explorer maps show a cycle route along the seawall.   Unfortunately this information was 

provided by Sustrans before they were made aware of the rejection of their plans.   S Glos 

have requested the reprint of these maps – please do not hold your breath! 

 PT also reported that budget discussions have resulted in more than £22 million 

being allocated for school replacement and other public works.   Of this £3.5 million is 

set aside for local school provision – sufficient for a new school, perhaps? 

 

 

8. PLANNING 

 

8 – 1 Comments of PC sent to S Glos Council 

 

PT06/0447/F  Anemometry Mast, Walning Farm   Comments 

PT06/0450/LB Barn to office/garage, Foxhole Farm   Support 

PT06/0339/RVC Roundabout, Hollywood Tower Estate  Objection 

 

8 – 2 Decisions by S Glos Council 

 

PT05/2272/F  Noise bund, Nurseries, New Passage   Refuse 

PT05/2586/F  Demolish/build at Beach House, SB   Refuse 

PT05/3307/F  Garage/store, 2 Wick Road, Pilning   Permit 

PT05/3459/F  Warehouse extn, Focus, Western Approach  Permit 

PT05/3568/RVC Extn (condition variation), Western Approach Permit 

PT06/0142/F  Demolish/extend, 6 Church Road, SB  Permit 

PT06/0226/O  New build, adjacent to Applegarth, Cross Hands Refuse 

 

8 – 3 Applications Withdrawn 

 

PT03/1706  Express consent (hazardous substances) Zeneca 

 

 

Next Council Meeting to be held at Severn Beach School on Monday 3rd April. 

 

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 

 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED @ 8.42 PM 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………..Dated…………………………….. 

 

JCR 
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CONFIDENTIAL MINUTE 

 

 

Discussed in camera –  

 

 

 At the end of the meeting and following the departure of all members of the 

public, as well as SC, who, as a resident of Northover Court, has an interest, the 

problems relating to the right of way were considered. 

 

 

 The Clerk advised members of the proceedings so far, and the recent padlocking 

of the gate by resident Mr Hood.   Mr Ben Holt, solicitor, is to arrange an on-site meeting 

with Mr Hood and his legal representative.   Accordingly Clerk wished for the opinion of 

members so he would be aware of the council’s stance in this matter. 

 

 

 Although GM and CW expressed concern over the possible costs involved, 

agreed, following discussion, questions and answers, over 20 minutes or so, that council 

is unwilling to make any concessions in this matter.   Should agreement for access not be 

reached at the on-site meeting the other parties to be informed that consultation with 

council will be held before any further comment is made.   However, in the unlikely event 

that agreement be possible merely on council keeping the gate padlocked at all times, 

that could be agreed. 

 

 

 

J C Rawlinson 

Clerk 

9th March 2006 


