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PILNING & SEVERN BEACH PARISH COUNCIL 
Meeting held on Monday 2nd October 2006, commencing at 6.30 pm, 

in PILNING Village Hall 

 

COUNCILLORS  Mr I Humphries (Chairman), Mrs N Chappell, Mr S Cooper, 

PRESENT      (8)  Mr A George,  Mrs M Heslop,  Mr D Humphries,  

   Mr G Moore, Mr M Pullen. 

 

Also Present:- J C Rawlinson (Clerk), Mr P Tyzack (S Glos Councillor) and 5   

members of the public (Mrs Nicole Bendall, Mrs Julie Down, both 

of Cranmoor Green, Mr Greg Heath & Mrs Kathleen Heath of 

Gorse Cover Road, & Mr Eddie Neave of Ableton Lane). 

 

nnnnnnnnnn 

 

 At 6.30 Richard Aston, Countryside Planning Officer with S Glos Council, spoke 

with members concerning plans aimed at setting up a Local Nature Reserve by the river 

bank.   Chittening.Warth forms the nucleus of the area, an important  asset for migratory  

birds.  He acknowledged the previous problems with tipping and unlawful occupation, 

and site security would be one of the earliest problems to be dealt with.    RA confirmed 

ongoing meetings with the Severnside Distribution management team were pointing to an 

agreement being reached.   Whilst access and forward planning would be possible no 

actual changes could be made until the agreement has been reached. 

The ongoing Wildspaces project has dedicated 5 new reserves recently, and they 

are backing this project.   According to English Nature, Wildspaces is deemed to be a 

‘project of good practice’.   Whilst funding through  S Glos is limited  to providing 

officer time, money from the Aggregates Levy – on quarrying - is available, as is  some 

funding from the Seabank Power  section 106 agreement. 

Meanwhile high tide bird counts continue and the influence of  tidal movements 

on the environment are monitored..   Local schools are  involved through efforts by the 

Avon Wildlife Trust.   Four community events are  also to be held in an effort to raise 

awareness.   The next stage will be a concerted  effort to raise awareness throughout the 

whole  of the community.   Other projects had involved the formation of ‘friends’ groups 

who could choose to play a direct or  indirect role according to local conditions or the 

strength of the group. 

Having answered some questions, and with the time now some minutes after 7 

pm, RA was thanked for his attendance.   He will contact the Clerk for a further meeting 

when there is something of significance to report. 

 

nnnnnnnnnn 

 

 

1. APOLOGIES for ABSENCE 

 Mrs C Woodhouse (sickness). 

 

The Chairman asked those present to join him in remembrance of  

Mr Oliver Scott of Osborne Road, recently deceased. 
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Following the resignation of Councillor Fiona Tyzack on 4th September the post was 

advertised according to regulations.  No application was forthcoming.   Since then a 

written application has been received from Mrs Nicole Bendall of  Cranmoor Green – 

corres below.   The application was considered In Camera after the meeting.   Council 

was unanimous in its decision to invite Mrs Bendall to take up office. 

*  On 3rd October Clerk visited Mrs Bendall, informing her of the decision and presenting 

her with the relevant documents and information.   The Acceptance of Office book was 

signed.   Accordingly Mrs Bendall’s appointment commences from 3rd October.* 

 

 

 

2. MINUTES of the PREVIOUS MEETING 

 The minutes of the meeting of 4th September were approved as a true record. 

 1.    MP        2.    NC        All agreed. 

 

 

3. ACTION/RELATED MATTERS 

 

3 -  1 Cemeteries/Churches 

 Although the Northwick Cemetery Committee is still to meet, arrangements have 

been made with Mr Liddiatt to cut the overgrowth around the edges of the cemetery. 

 

3 – 2 Police 

 DH confirmed that space has been made available for PC Lodge to store 

equipment.   Arrangements are yet to be made with PC Lodge, although it is thought this 

could be the answer to the problem. 

 

 

4. CORRESPONDENCE 

 

  Avon Local Councils Association 

10891.01 Minutes of meeting of 25th June in Saltford. 

10892.02 ALCA AGM scheduled for Saturday 7th October in Peasedown St John. 

10893.03 ALCA Newsletter, October edition – circulated. 

 

  Building-New Developments-Housing 

10894.04 Council housing stock to be transferred to Merlin Housing Society. 

 

 Elections/Applications for Parish Council 

10895.05 Casual vacancy – confirmation of correct action having been taken. 

10896.06 Casual vacancy – no request for election has been received. 

10897.07 Application from Nicole Bendall re parish council vacancy. See page 1. 

 

Employment/Opportunities 

10898.08 Employment briefing E06/06, Employment Equality Regulations 2006. 

10899.09 Training opportunities from Acorn of Wotton-under-Edge. 
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Environment Agency 

10900.10 Information  re sentry boxes to be sent in due  course. 

10901.11 Further information re above to be obtained from land owner,  Mr Parry. 

 

 Environment/Conservation 

10902.12 Food festival event at Winterbourne, 5th October. 

10903.13 Enviro Link group meeting at Pilning VH, 10th October. 

10904.14 Organic South West Newsletter, issue 17. 

10905.15 S Glos Heritage Forum AGM on 15th November at Thornbury Council. 

 

  Footpaths 

10906.16 Info re closure of ORN 53 at Severn Beach. 

10907.17 Further info re above and consultation in due  course. 

10908.18 Info re launch of updated dramway path at Coalpit Heath. 

10909.19 Relevant documents for action re closed RoW at Pilning VH. 

 

  Grass Cutting 

10910.20 Tree Ents of SB seek consideration for the 2007 grass cutting contract. 

 

  Health Authority and Care Services 

10911.21 S Glos Primary Care Trust AGM on 27th September at Chipping Sodbury. 

 

  ICI/Zeneca & Other Industries 

10912.22 Notes of end-state meeting held on 11th Sept at Oldbury power station. 

10913.23 Hyder seek info in end-state consultation (response 26th September). 

 

Insurance 

10914.24 Regular inspections of facilities required (response 4th October). 

 

Local Facilities & Amenities 

10915.25 Disability Equality, a draft document: comment invited. 

10916.26 Survey of Disability Issues brochure – distributed. 

 

Playgrounds/Youth Activities 

10917.27 Childrens Playlink funding bid for Fromeside Youth Centre. 

10918.28 rekk of Bedfordshire: info re youth shelters. 

 

Railways 

10919.29 FoSBR campaigns to defend, restore, increase and improve services. 

10920.30 Up to date rail service timetable. 

 

  Rural Areas/Local Plans 

10921.31 Adopted local plan and maps – circulated. 

10922.32 Drafting error noted in above information. 

10923.33 Consultation on strategic green belt assessment. 

10924.34 Consultation on S Glos design checklist. 

10925.35 Update from Bristol CC re Statement of Community Involvement. 
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  South Gloucestershire Council 

10926.36 Meetings for month of October. 

10927.37 Council meeting, 13th September in Kingswood. 

10928.38 Cabinet meeting, 9th October, Poole Court, Yate. 

10929.39 Audit and Accounts Committee, 27th September in Thornbury. 

10930.40 Children & Young People Select Committee, 27th September, Thornbury. 

10931.41 Communities Select Committee, 4th October in Kingswood. 

10932.42 Community Care, Housing & Health Select Committee, 11/10, Thornbury. 

10933.43 Corporate Coordination Select Committee, 27th September in Thornbury. 

10934.44 Development Control Committee, 14th September in Thornbury. 

10935.45 Health and Well-Being Partnership Board meeting, 26/9 in Kingswood. 

10936.46 Health Scrutiny Sub Committee, 4th October, in Thornbury. 

10937.47 Public Transport Forum, 16th October in Kingswood. 

10938.48 Standards Committee meeting, 6th October in Kingswood. 

10939.49 Standards Committee meeting, 10th October in Kingswood. 

10940.50 Strategic Partnership Board for Children, etc, 19th September, Thornbury. 

10941.51 Executive Decisions, w/e 8th September 2006. 

10942.52 Executive Decisions, w/e 15th September 2006. 

10943.53 Executive Decisions, w/e 22nd September 2006. 

10944.54 Executive Decisions, w/e 29th September 2006. 

10945.55 Forward Plan of Executive Decision-Making, Oct 2006 to Sept 2007. 

10946.56 Standards Committee, ask for views on the way ahead. 

10947.57 Equalities Training session on 7th November in Yate. 

10948.58 European and International Affairs Forum, 17th October, Bradley Stoke. 

10949.59 Further info re above forum. 

10950.60 Ackn of offer to fund future meeting, from  Severn Vale Area Forum. 

 

 Stationery, Circulars, Books 

10951.61 Parish Pump News, issue 14 – circulated. 

 

  Street Furniture & Lighting 

10952.62 Glasdon brochure on noticeboards. 

10953.63 Ackn of need for extra “Church Road” sign, cost £130 approximately. 

 

 Traffic Problems/Transport Policy 

10954.64 Public Notice – Zebra Crossing for Redwick Road. 

 

 Trees & Tree Planting 

10955.65 Landcare of Old Sodbury, trees and shrubs brochure. 

 

 Village Halls 

10956.66 Draft of “agreement” re RoW from Bank Road. 

10957.67 Proposals for youth facilities by Nicole Bendall and Julie Down. 

10958.68 ‘Modification Orders’, etc – guidance in respect of RoW above. 

 

Voluntary/Community Groups 

10959.69 Community Action, community car scheme, help requested. 

10960.70 Alzheimer’s Society AGM, 12th October at Emersons Green. 
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4. CORRESPONDENCE (cont) 

 

  Planning 

10961.71 Delegated decisions, 26th August. 

 

  Accounts/Donations 

10962.72 AOL, internet fees to 16th September.   Item 5-3 refers. 

10963.73 Mr I Roberts, grass cutting (Sept).   Item 5-5 refers. 

10964.74 Gresswell, seats for Pilning VH.   Item 5-6 refers. 

10965.75 Clarke Willmott, legal fees.   Item 5-7 refers. 

10966.76 Mazar, annual audit fees.   Item 5-8 refers. 

10967.77 S Glos Council, cost of replacement dog bin.   Item 5-9 refers. 

10968.78 Letter of thanks, Victim Support.   Item 5-7, minutes of 4th Sept, refers. 

10969.79 Letter of thanks, Senior Citizens.   Item 5-10, minutes of 4th Sept, refers. 

10970.80 Letter of thanks, WASP.   Item 5-12, minutes of 4th Sept, refers. 

 

 

5. ACCOUNTS for PAYMENT 

 

5 – 1 £  543.00 J C Rawlinson  Clerk – Wages (September) 112 

5 – 2 £    30.00 J C Rawlinson  Petrol    111 

5 – 3 £    15.99 AOL   Internet charges (Sept) 111 

5 – 4 £  459.00 Inland Revenue Income Tax   111 

5 – 5 £  350.00 Mr I Roberts  Grass Cutting   MP/PHA 

5 – 6 £1602.70 Gresswell  Chairs for Pilning VH  LGMP 

5 – 7 £1339.73 Clarke Willmott Legal Fees   111 

5 – 8 £  411.25 Mazar   Annual Audit fee  ACA 

5 – 9 £  235.00 S Glos Council Dog bin replacement  DFLA 

5 -10 £2500.00 Pilning VH  Donation   LGMP 

5 -11 £    50.00 Royal British Legion Donation/Wreath  137 

 £7536.67 

 

Payments in accordance with Local Government Act 1972, sections as shown, except: 

 

5 – 5  (Playing fields  -LG(MP) Act 1979, s19 

  (Sea wall gardens -Public Health Act 1875, s164 

5 – 6  Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1979, s19 

5 – 8  Audit Commission Act 1998, s3 

5 – 9  Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 

Items 5-1 to 5–3, inclusive, paid as one cheque. 

 

The accounts above were approved for payment.   1.    MP    2.    MH    All agreed. 

(In respect of item 5-7, SC abstained) 

 

Current bank balance, prior to payments listed below 

 

    £29,014.22 (bank interest since July not included) 
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6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 Clerk summarised the letter from Nicole Bendall and Julie Down and the 

proposals for the provision of a youth shelter and a dirt bike track were discussed.   The 

writers were assured that council shared their views and  are aiming  for similar goals.   

Further meetings with the Childrens’ Society are due.   Jim Davis has promised to 

provide information relevant to this matter, including shelter options.   Agreed the next  

meeting with  the society  should precede any decisions in this  matter. 

 

 

7. AGENDA 

 

7 – 1 Severnside Development 

S Glos Internal Drainage Board have cleared the rhine.   The reed cuttings have 

been placed along the bank side, partially covering the sewage inspection cover, although 

this was cleared following the meeting. 

 

7 – 2 Village Halls/Playing Fields 

DH commented on the payment for chairs at  Pilning VH.   The committee await a 

grant and when this is received the amount will be repaid.   Meanwhile the committee has 

a  number of bills to meet and request  full payment of this year’s precept.   This was 

agreed. 

Discussion concerning the Right of Way through Northover Court took place In 

Camera after the meeting.   The recent meeting with Ben Holt was considered and the 

procedure to be taken in following the footpath modification option.   BH is to liaise with 

colleagues at Clarke Willmott to confirm who is best able to deal with the eventual Public 

Inquiry. 

 

7 – 3 Parish Plan 

 SC reported that he and CW had reviewed  the group’s constitution.   The recent 

steering group committee meeting was cancelled.   Unfortunately neither SC or CW had 

been informed of this, resulting in some extra effort and wasted  time trying to  trace the 

venue for the ‘meeting’. 

 

7 – 4 Footpaths 

The  illegal  closure of the  footpath off Beach  Road, opposite the  shops, is now 

being  dealt with.   More than  30 declarations have been completed.   The notice in SB 

Post Office is a legal requirement of the process.   Special thanks  must go  to Rachel  

Edwards who was  wholly responsible  for gathering  more than  half these  declarations. 

 

7 – 5 Odd  Job  Man 

 Clerk drew  attention to the letter from the  insurance company,  requiring the 

council to inspect assets on a  regular basis and retain  a  written record of these  

inspections.   Clerk suggested that reinstating the OJM post would be an ideal way of  

dealing  with  this, pointing to the  savings that could be made over employing an outside 

contractor.   IH indicated that  Ian Roberts, the grass cutting contractor was due to retire 

in the  near future and  could  well be  interested in this post.   Clerk to  contact IR. 
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7 – 6 Village Matters 

Youth Bus - An enquiry regarding this discontinued service led to a summary of 

the problems that had arisen.   Apparently the service folded due to a lack of drivers.   

Clerk to  enquire into the possibility  of the service being reinstated. 

Osborne Road – MP reported there is still a problem with the drain.  Overgrowth 

is also blocking the  footpath to Beach Road. 

Waste Disposal – MH is concerned at the irregular service.   The bin at Cranmoor 

Green is not  being emptied every week.   DH asked about the  failure to provide 

recycling bins at SB VH where a space has  already  been made available. 

 

7 – 7 Reports 

NEWS FROM SOUTH GLOS – PT recently visited  Poland as part of the “Les 

Esturiales” project.   The area around the River  Oder was surprisingly similar to this  

parish.   Perhaps an  ideal opportunity to consider ‘twinning’. 

PT has  recently attended a ‘Freshers’ event at  UWE.   The transfer of  housing 

stock to Merlin has cleared what  little housing  stock remained in the ownership of S 

Glos.   The  Merlin  group was set up by S Glos.   PT confirmed that land at Chessell 

Avenue is to  be retained. 

PT commented on the A403 traffic  report which shows the beneficial effect  of 

the  imposed  50 mph speed  limit. 

 

 

8. PLANNING 

 

8 – 1 Comments of PC sent to S Glos Council 

 

PT06/2559/F  Conservatory (retro) at Santosa, Church Road No comment 

PT06/2567/F  Sub-station, landscaping at Govier Way, SB  No objection 

 

 

8 – 2 Decisions by S Glos Council 

 

PT06/2153/F  Conservatory at 12 Shaft Road   Permit 

 

 

 

Next Council Meeting to be held at Severn Beach School on Monday 6th November 

 

 

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 

 

 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED @ 8,35 PM 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………..Dated…………………………….. 

  JCR 


