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PILNING & SEVERN BEACH PARISH COUNCIL 
Meeting held on Monday 6th October 2008, commencing at 6.30 pm,  

in PILNING Village Hall 

 

COUNCILLORS  Mr I Humphries (Chairman), Mrs N Bendall, Mr J Black,   

PRESENT      (9) Mrs N Chappell, Mr  S Cooper,   Mr  D Humphries,    

Mr  D Nethercott, Mr I Roberts, Mr N Webb. 

 

Also Present:- J C Rawlinson (Clerk), Mr P Tyzack (S Glos Councillor), Mrs 

Sheila Cook (S Glos Councillor), and 4 members of the public 

(Mrs Gill Cox and Mrs Jane Davey, both of Ableton Lane, Mr 

Robert Griffin of Shaymoor Lane, and Mrs Barbara Matthews of 

Salthouse Farm Park).    

Also in attendance:- PC Daryl Lodge of A&S Constabulary. 

 

nnnnnnnnnnnn 

 

 Chris Peach and Peter Morris of the Hayes Unit, National Autistic Society, were 

in attendance, CP addressing council and PM expanding on a number of points later.   

Sympathies were expressed to victims (and their families) following recent incidents in 

which residents of the unit were involved.   Steve Webb MP has visited the unit, in 

August.   Currently the findings of the Industrial Review in respect of the highest profile 

incident are still awaited.   Security, both physical and analytical, has been increased.   

Following a recent risk assessment, 3 of the residents were removed from the unit, being 

considered, on balance, to be unsuited for the type of care available within this unit.    

 The unit cares for 12 patients, housed in 2 sections of 6 each.   Staffing levels are 

extremely high, 90 persons being employed in various categories.   The service at Hayes 

has been in operation for almost 13 years, providing a therapeutic rather than a prison 

environment, and over the years the unit has evolved from a nursing home into an 

independent hospital.   The long term aim is to assimilate patients into the wider 

community.   Current patients are thought to pose no threat to the community though 

some are, perhaps, a greater threat to themselves.   Many of the patients at the unit are 

highly intelligent, though their condition is such that they find the world to be a highly 

confusing place. 

A number of questions were posed by those present.   It was generally agreed that 

more awareness of the unit and its inmates, particularly amongst the immediate 

neighbours, and amongst those with whom they came into contact (for instance, the staff 

and customers of the Plough Inn), would be useful.   With the time almost 7.15 the 

session was brought to a close, IH thanking CP and PM for their attendance. 

nnnnnnnnnn 

 

Sympathy was offered to the families of Mrs Pat Macleod of Beach Road, 

 and Tom Heslop, formerly of Cranmoor Green, both recently deceased  

(Tom’s widow, Maggie was a parish councillor, May 2004-May 2007). 

The death of Alderman Roly Jackson of Olveston was also noted. 

 

1. APOLOGIES for ABSENCE 

 Mrs C Woodhouse (unwell). 
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2. MINUTES of the PREVIOUS MEETING 

 The minutes of the meeting of 1st September were approved as a true record. 

 1.    SC        2.   DH        All agreed. 

 

3. ACTION/RELATED MATTERS 

 

3 – 1 Village Halls 

 DH is to make another approach to the Odd Job Man at SB.   He has been on 

holiday recently and has been unable to give any indication of whether or not he is 

interested in taking on the task at Pilning. 

 

3 -  2 Cemetery/Churches 

 Minutes of the recent Cemetery Committee meeting were distributed to all 

members.   The minutes are filed as pages 46 and 47, prior to the council minutes of 2nd 

June.   The 4 tenders for work at Pilning were as follows:- 

     Tree felling   Fencing 

Martin & Martyn’s, Charfield  £5,250.00   £3,150.00 

Avon Fencing, Cromhall  £4,850.00   £2,900.00 

Antony Willson, Whitchurch  £2,680.00   £2,541.00 

Dr Green Thumb, Yate  £   980.00   £   600.00 

 The quotations were considered, though with such disparity between the quotes, it 

was agreed unanimously (1.   IR,   2.   SC) to accept the quote by Dr Green Thumb.   The 

Cemetery Clerk, Mrs Frances Barr MBE, is to deal with this matter. 

 

3 -  3 Playgrounds/Youth Activities 

 As yet there is no further progress in regard to vandal-proof paint and notices for 

the youth shelter. 

 

3 -  4 Footpaths 

 The footpath between Keens Grove and Redwick Road is still in a poor condition.   

Work on the adjacent boundary fence is, however, currently underway. 

 

4. CORRESPONDENCE 

 

  Avon Local Councils Association 

12771.01 Legal briefing L19-08: Freedom of Information Act, new scheme. 

12772.02 FoI Act: the guide to information for parish councils. 

12773.03 Proforma: information available from parish council under FoI Act. 

12774.04 Information relating to the Model Publication Scheme. 

12775.05 Honours: How to write citations. 

12776.06 ALCA newsletter, October 2008 – circulated. 

12777.07 NALC: Annual Report and Accounts, 2007-2008. 

 

  Building-New Developments-Housing 

12778.08 Adoption of the Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document. 

12779.09 Regional Spatial Strategy: increasing homes in the SW – circulated. 
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  Clerks/Clerks Society 

12780.10 Society AGM to be held 18th October, in Reading. 

12781.11 Booking form for Regional 1 day conference, 4th December in Swindon. 

12782.12 Clerks’ Workshop, Tuesday 4th November, in Alveston. 

 

  Campaign to Protect Rural England 

12783.13 Concerns re building programme for the South West region. 

 

  Dog Nuisance 

12784.14 Comment re dog fouling in the Bank Road area. 

 

  Environment/Conservation 

12785.15 Enviro Link Group to meet, 21st October in Thornbury.  

12786.16 ELG, minutes of meeting of 10th June, in Old Down Memorial Hall. 

12787.17 Guidance for parish councils: The NERC act in a nutshell. 

12788.18 Environment Forum meeting on climate change, 7th October. 

12789.19 Small grants available for environmentally friendly projects. 

 

  Footpaths 

12790.20 Comment re footpath from Cross Hands Road to Bank Road. 

12791.21 Modification of definitive map, ORN 9, Pill Head, Redwick. 

 

  Grass Cutting 

12792.22 Ian Roberts notifies his intention to relinquish his post next April. 

 

  Health Authority and Care Services 

12793.23 Ackn of enquiry re attendance of Chris Peach at next council meeting. 

12794.24 Confirmation that Chris Peach, Hayes Hospital, to attend council meeting. 

12795.25 Copy letter from Mr Stenner, Rose Cottage, re Hayes Hospital. 

12796.26 Copy of response to Mr Stenner by Chris Peach. 

 

  ICI/Zeneca & Other Industries 

12797.27 ‘Autumn in the Orchard’, invitation to Oldbury Power Station. 

12798.28 Oldbury stakeholders; report from meeting held on 6th August. 

12799.29 Site socio-economic group; minutes of meeting of 6th August. 

 

  Northwick 

12800.30 Enforcement team to assess usage of caravan park at Vine House. 

  

  Parish Projects & Related Matters 

12801.31 Notification of PP Steering Group win (£25) in Annual Survey contest. 

 

  Police 

12802.32 Safer Stronger group meeting, 21st October at Pilning VH. 

12803.33 Action re illegal motorbike riders at Western Approach. 

12804.34 Warning re door-to-door con artist activity in the locality. 
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  Railways 

12805.35 FoSBR email showing support for Rail Action Plan. 

12806.36 FoSBR newsletter 67 – circulated. 

 

  Roads/Road Signs 

12807.37 Street Care confirm action re reported matters. 

12808.38 PT supplies map of Cribbs area, pre-motorway days (ref Zoo proposals). 

 

  Rural Areas/Local Plan 

12809.39 Adoption of S Glos Statement of Community Involvement – circulated. 

 

  Seawall & Environs 

12810.40 Copy of complaint letter from John Miller re rugby club activities. 

 

  South Glos Council 

12811.41 Grants/advice available through council for renewable energy projects. 

12812.42 Details of Local Food & Drink Festival, September and October. 

12813.43 Leaflet; “Help us to get it right” – compliment, suggestion or complaint. 

12814.44 Leaflet; “The Campaign for Drawing”, a diary of events. 

12815.45 Town and Parish Standard pamphlet, issue 3. 

12816.46 Standards Committee training day set for early December. 

   

  Stationery/Circulars/Books 

12817.47 Shaw & Sons: available reference publications. 

12818.48 Shaw & Sons: order list for Forms, Records & Registers. 

 

  Travellers 

12819.49 Cabinet to discuss sites for Government directed traveller camps. 

 

  Trees/Tree Planting 

12820.50 Forest of Avon encourage affiliation of local groups. 

 

 Village Halls 

12821.51 Response from Clarke Willmott re key and funding enquiry. 

12822.52 Clarification by Clarke Willmott of financial situation re earlier work. 

 

 Voluntary/Community Groups 

12823.53 S Glos Disability Action Group newsletter – circulated. 

12824.54 CVS South Glos; annual summary survey report 2008 – circulated. 

12825.55 Leaflet: Severn Area Rescue Association; mission statement. 

 

Planning 

12826.56 Delegated decisions, w/e 14th August 2008. 

12827.57 Delegated decisions, w/e 21st August 2008. 

12828.58 Delegated decisions, w/e 28th August 2008. 

12829.59 Amendments to permitted development regime for householders. 
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  Accounts/Donations 

12830.60 Gibbs GM, weed clearance at SB.   Item 5-17, minutes of Sept, refers. 

12831.61 Tincknell Fuels, gas oil for grass cutting.   Item 5-18, mins of Sept, refers. 

12832.62 EDF, electricity bill at SB VH.   Item 5-3 refers. 

12833.63 PC World, ink for printer.   Item 5-4 refers. 

12834.64 The Works, diary 2009.   Item 5-5 refers. 

12835.65 Grass Cutting Services, grass cutting (Sept).   Item 5-6 refers. 

12836.66 Grass Cutting Services, tyre for tractor unit.   Item 5-7 refers. 

12837.67 B&Q, locks for grass cutting store.   Item 5-8 refers. 

12838.68 Mr L Liddiatt, grass cutting at Northwick.   Item 5-10 refers. 

12839.69 SB School, donation.   Item 5-11 refers. 

12840.70 S Glos Council, dog waste disposal.   Item 5-13 refers. 

 

5. ACCOUNTS for PAYMENT 

5 -  1 £  757.00 J C Rawlinson  Clerk – Wages (Sep)  112 

5 -  2 £    50.00 J C Rawlinson  Petrol    111 

5 -  3 £  240.28 EDF   Gas bill, SB VH  LGMP 

5 -  4 £    14.99 PC World  Ink for printer   111 

5 -  5 £      1.25 The Works  Clerk’s diary   111 

5 -  6 £  400.00 Grass Cut Services Grass cutting (Sep)    * 

5 -  7 £    79.99 Mike Knight   Tyre for tractor    * 

5 -  8 £    33.96 B&Q   Security/PVH     * 

5 -  9 £    50.00 Mr & Mrs Collins Toilet keyholder  PHA 

5 -10 £  822.50 Mr L Liddiatt  Grass at Northwick  214 

5 -11 £  540.00 SB School  Donation   137 

5 -12 £  567.00 HMRC   Income tax   111 

5 -13 £  780.56 S Glos Council Dog waste disposal  DFLA 

5 -14 £  161.00 Care for Elderly Attendance allowance  LGRA 

5 -15 £      7.50 Timpsons  Mower, spare keys    * 

5 -16 £  143.22 Tincknell  Diesel oil     * 

 £4649.25 

 

Payments in accordance with Local Government Act 1972, sections as shown, except: 

5 -3  Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 1979, s19 

5 -6, 7, 8, 15 )Public Health Act 1875, s164 

& 16  )Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 1979, s19 

5 -9  Public Health Act 1936, s87 

5 -13  Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 

5 -14  Local Government & Rating Act 1997 

 

Items 5-1 to 5–5, inclusive, paid as one cheque. 

Items 5-6 to 5-8, inclusive, paid as one cheque. 

 

The accounts above were approved for payment.   1.    DN    2.    JB    All Agreed 

 

Current bank balance, prior to payments listed above 

     

£51,619.76 (Interest included to 30th September) 
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6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

None requested.   With PC Lodge in attendance a number of questions were 

directed at him.   He was made aware of the ongoing problem of mobikes using the 

church path.   Members were informed that PCSO Kirsty Flicker is henceforth to be 

stationed at Bradley Stoke.   Christopher Baker is currently undergoing training as her 

replacement and should be seen locally within a couple of weeks. 

 

7. AGENDA 

 

7 – 1 Severnside Development 

Nothing to report. 

 

7 – 2 Village Halls/Playing Fields 

Councillors were informed that in a recent incident waste bins at Pilning VH had 

been set on fire. 

 

7 – 3 Parish Plan 

 JD reported that John Kiely, prospective parliamentary candidate, had attended a 

recent group meeting.   Transport problems had been discussed.   A congestion charge for 

Bristol City centre is imminent, probably commencing next year. 

 

7 – 4 Youth Activities 

 Nothing to report. 

 

7 - 5 Village Matters 

Traffic Problems/Transport Policy – Reported that access to the roundabout at 

junction 17 had been highly problematic over the week end.   Those travelling at around 

1.00 pm had taken up to 1½ hours to negotiate their way through the roundabout.   There 

had also been bus service problems – and it was stated that the last bus was sometimes 

cancelled. 

Railways – DH queried activity taking place at SB Station.   PT confirmed the 

new owner was clearing the area with the intention of submitting a planning application.   

PT has spoken with the gentleman, warning him that his hopes are unlikely to reach 

fruition.   PT will be unable to vote on this matter, following this contact.   However, 

under the current policy the presumption is against any development. 

ICI/Zeneca & Other Industries – DH met with representatives of Astra Zeneca 

to discuss work on-site.   They were unwilling to give any firm commitment regarding 

the date on which the nitro tower will be demolished.   When demolition work has been 

completed the site is likely to be sold.  Unless there is a new drug development within the 

next few years they will have no further use for the site.   PC Lodge confirmed that 

occupants were unwilling to announce the demolition date, so as not to encourage 

sightseers or any resultant traffic congestion. 

 

7 -  6 Reports 

FOOTPATHS –IR has obtained photos of a gate system used by the National 

Trust.   These photos were passed around for members to see.   It is thought the system 

could be used on the church path, Cross Hands Road/Bank Road. 
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TRAVELLERS – There is now a ‘scare’ relating to the possibility of permanent 

traveller sites being set up in the area.    Discussion in Cabinet this afternoon sought to 

identify sites, including 3 in this parish, following a Government directive.   The directive 

orders that 53 residential pitches and 25 transitory ones must be set up in South 

Gloucestershire.   Though no members of this parish council were able to attend, Robert 

Griffin was there to present a locally-signed petition and former councillor Jenny 

Duckworth was in attendance. Sheila Cook, attending the meeting as a member of the 

Cabinet, clarified the situation, confirming that talks were at an early stage, no decisions 

would be made without consultation and that Cabinet were hoping that help would be 

forthcoming in identifying suitable sites.   Exhibitions and a public inquiry will be held.   

PT stressed that he had spoken out against the proposals, feeling that the emphasis was 

wrong.   The council should not be setting out to confirm ‘existing’ (often illegal) sites, 

nor encouraging landowners to put in an application for a land holding which was not 

necessarily a suitable one, but rather seeking to establish sites in ideal settings.   

Consideration of any sites in this parish are improper.   There is currently a presumption 

against development on  the flood plain.   It is far from ideal, that residents are refused 

planning permission while travellers are permitted to set up camp next door. 

NEWS FROM S GLOS – PT attended a recent Severn Estuary Partnership 

meeting.   PT again suggested the parish council should take up membership.   The 

partnership is a useful sounding board for reports from local groups.   The meeting 

culminated with a trip on MV “Balmoral” which afforded the opportunity for an 

inspection of sites being proposed for construction of the Severn barrage. 

PT reminded members of the closure of the Visitor Centre at the end of this 

season, and its relocation to Magor.   Financial backing has regularly been provided by 

Welsh-based industry and this is a realistic outcome.      With the building empty it would 

be an ideal opportunity for Laing/O’Rourke to move out of their ‘temporary’ home under 

the bridge and take up permanent residence.   Highways Agency is the owner.   

Accordingly, S Glos Council have no power to be involved. 

CARNIVAL – Following the recent AGM it appears that (for the time being) the 

Carnival event has been saved.   Ray Edwards of Wick Road has come forward to co-

ordinate the future strategy.   A meeting is to be held at the Cross Hands on Wednesday, 

8th October. 

REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY – PT provided documents for circulation, 

urging the parish council to make its view known on this housing proposals document. 

PT mentioned that he had recently taken part in a sponsored abseil, raising 

£1,000.   He suggested that the parish council might care to add to this fund! 

 

8. PLANNING 

 

8 – 1 Comments of PC sent to S Glos Council 

PT08/2440/F  Demolish/rebuild extn, 2 Fern Cottages, NP  No submission 

PT08/2486/F  Conservatory(revised), Coningsby House  Support 

PT08/2523/F  Double garage, The Glen, New Passage  Support 

PT08/2579/F  Dropped kerb, 42 Redwick Road, Pilning  Support 

PT08/2620/F  Screening bund, Whitehouse Farm   Comments 

PT08/2625/F  Extension, Pilning Post Office   No objection 

PT08/2629/F  Change of use, Units 5010/5020, Govier Way Comments 
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8 – 2 Decisions by S Glos Council 

PT08/1793/F  Rear extension, The Firs, Northwick Road  Permit 

PT08/2028/F  Boundary wall (retro), 143 Beach Road  Permit 

PT08/2036/F  Porch at 34 Albert Road, SB    Permit 

PT08/2229/F  Conservatory/porch, 26 Severnwood Gardens Permit 

 

 

8 – 3 Planning Appeal (against refusal) 

PT02/2932/CLE Workshop for repairs, Vine House, Northwick Road 

PT02/2934/F  Retain building as storage, Vine House, Northwick 

 

 

8 – 4 Planning – Revised proposals 

PT08/2440/F  Demol/rebuild extension, 2 Fern Cottages, New Passage 

 

 

 

 

Next Council Meeting - at Severn Beach School on Monday 3rd November 2008 

 

 

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 

 

 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED @ 8.36  PM 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………..Dated…………………………….. 

 

JCR 


